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What is the first thing that comes to your
mind when you think of Tai Nan Street?
Rich-tasting coffee? The large variety of
handmade products? Or the traditional
fabric and button shops? Have you ever
thought about what has made Tai Nan
Street what it is today when you are lining
up in front of the coffee shops? Previously,
the phenomenon of “gentrification” in the
area of Tai Nan Street aroused heated
discussions among the public. Gentrification
refers to when an old district is redeveloped
through urban planning, resulting in higher
rents. Consequently, the grassroots who
used to live there can no longer afford to
and are forced out in favor of the wealthier,
middle-class. In that case, will the numerous
new coffee shops, select stores, leather
stores, vinyl record stores, etc. on Tai Nan
Street eventually make the neighborhood
unaffordable and drive away the old stores
in the neighborhood? Accordingly, if you
come to Tai Nan Street to look for treasures,
will you become an unwitting accomplice?
But is it really that simple? Why do these
creative craft shops choose to set up stores
in Sham Shui Po? What do the old shops,
witnesses to the changes over the decades,
think of this trend? As members of Sham
Shui Po, we went to Tai Nan Street and
interviewed several stores of various ages
in the area: Sam Hing Ho Haberdashery
Company Limited, Tin Hung Products (H.K.)
Limited, Brothers Leathercraft Limited,
and Café Sausalito. Let's listen to what the
stores think!
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Sam Hing Ho has over 50 years history.
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Compared to Sam Hing Ho, Tin Hung Products
has a relatively short history, but it has been
open for 20 years in Tai Nan Street already.

Associated with Tai Nan Street for
Their Own Reasons

In the past, Sham Shui Po has always been a center for the wholesale of garments,
fabrics, hardware and other goods. Many shops operated in the form of “front shop,
back factory”, with “front shop” meaning Hong Kong and "back factory” meaning
Mainland China. They played a middle-man role and promoted the goods produced
in Mainland China to the foreign purchaser, including many internationally famous
brands. Sam Hing Ho has been rooted in this district for more than 50 years and has
a long history, so it can be considered an “old store” here. Mr. Wong, the second-
generation owner, took over the store 20-30 years ago. The store focuses mainly on
retail and wholesale of clothing accessories. Mr. Wong still remembers that most of
the stores in Nam Cheong Street were selling such garment accessories, while those
in Tai Nan Street were mostly selling metal accessories. The area was very busy at
that time. Mr. Yeung of Tin Hung Products has a similar story - he opened the shop in
2002, almost 20 years ago. Hence, the shop can be viewed as somewhere between
the old and new shops. Since Tin Hung mainly sells metal products, he chose to open
the shop in Tai Nan Street. He said that the industry was very prosperous at that time,
and even though it was experiencing SARS, it did not have a great impact on Tin Hung,
which mostly exported to Southeast Asia.

With the development of technology, online shopping in the Mainland has rapidly
developed and so many factories have opened their own sales departments online.
Even a button can be found on the Internet, customers no longer have to go to Tai
Nan Street in person to purchase, and thus these industries are gradually declining.
Mr. Wong of the old shop Sam Hing Ho bluntly said: "Some people buy through Hong
Kong as they trust Hong Kong, but now ‘Made in Hong Kong' is going to become ‘Made
in China’, then there is no difference, they would be better to get directly from China.”
Mr. Yeung of Tin Hung Products also believes that the position of Hong Kong products
will be replaced by the mainland wholesale market, and the whole industry has entered
a dead end where supply and demand are both decreasing.
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The decoration of Café Sausalito is simple and clean.
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Brothers Leathercraft has been open since 2013.

However, there are still many local artists who come to
purchase materials in their spare time. Ah On and his brother
moved their shops, called Brothers Leathercraft, which was
originally located upstairs, to Tai Nan Street in 2013. There
are several reasons for the relocation. First, they found
Sham Shui Po has a long history of selling garments, fabrics,
hardware and accessories etc., and so the area already has
a solid foundation. Secondly, the rent of ground floor shops
is decreasing and the convenient location helps attract
people. On the other hand, Tai Nan Street is now full of
coffee shops, but who brought the coffee shops here in the
first place? In 2014, Michael thought the area was lacking a
coffee shop and so he opened Café Sausalito. It has been
well received and has become a popular stop for local
artists. The two stores can be regarded as the first batch
of non-wholesale small stores on Tai Nan Street. Gradually,
Tai Nan Street has attracted more and more different types
of stores.

Gentrification or Not?

Having witnessed the boom and bust of the wholesale
industry, as well as the demolition and redevelopment
of old buildings into “toothpick-like buildings” (high-rise
buildings on small sites), Michael of Café Sausalito opened
the café with the idea of fighting against gentrification
and not wanting the place to end up in the same situation.
He hopes to contribute and add value to the area and
retain the current community. Being blamed as a cause
of gentrification, Michael believes that what he is doing is
to find another possibility for the old district, which is only
waiting for acquisition and redevelopment, “If it becomes a
typical toothpick-like building everywhere, then is there any
charm in Sham Shui Po?" To Ah On of Brothers Leathercraft,
this is just the phenomenon of transitioning from old to the
new. He said, “Frankly speaking, the old is in decline, and the
new will move in. And it's not that we drove them away, it's
that an era....can be called phasing-out. Everything has a stage
of elimination.” It's a coincidence that different types of stores
have started to move in on Tai Nan Street, giving the illusion of
“gentrification”. As the traditional industries are declining, if the
new stores do not move in, the premises will only end up empty.
Ah Onsaid, "l don't think it is gentrification or has become so
high-end, it's just more choices are provided here.”

As to whether the new stores are driving away the old ones,
Mr. Wong, the owner of one of the old shops, Sam Hing Ho,
said, "l don't think they are driving away the old ones. The old
shops arereally too old, and they are satisfied with the status
quo. They think thereis no necessity to change and thus they
just sit there. But | think we should change.” It is because of
the change in the form of industry that the use of telephone
and computer can facilitate business and so the customers
no longer have to go to Tai Nan Street to purchase. On the
contrary, customers need to go to restaurants and coffee
shops in person to have meal, so the rapid change seen on
Tai Nan Street is normal. He mentioned, "For this industry,
we just play it by ear." For Mr. Yeung of Tin Hung Products,
he thinks that the new shops entering Tai Nan Street have a
neutral impact on their industry.
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Being in the middle of

the old and the new, Tin
Hung Products not only
wholesales accessories but
also sells the latest popular
products.

In Hong Kong, the cost of rent is always an important
consideration for small shops. Will the increase in rents
speed up the disappearance of the traditional wholesale
trade? Mr. Yeung of Tin Hung thinks that the rent increase
reflects the fact that some people are willing to pay higher
rents, which cannot be said to be right or wrong. The rents
here have risen compared to a few years ago, but they
are still not at the level of ten years ago. Sam Hing Ho, on
the other hand, is a self-owned shop, and Mr. Wong says
that many of the old shops are also located in self-owned
property like him. Although the rents may be higher than
they were last year, they are still far from what they were
at the peak of the boom. He has also put his current shop
space on the rental market, “Next time when you come, we

may not be in this shop!”

Although the new shops have been blamed for raising the
rents in the area and driving away the old ones, the main
reason for the departure of the old shops is the decline of
the whole industry rather than the recent changes in Tai
Nan Street. The decline of industry was started long before
these new shops moved in. For Mr. Yeung, the industry is
not profitable anymore and even a small rent increase
would speed up the elimination of the industry, "If you are
eliminated from the market, it means you are not suitable
for it anymore." Indeed, about 30-40% of the shops were
already empty two to three years ago. The change in the
streets is inevitable and has been happening for a long time.

But the changes now will breathe life into the place.

EE =B RO AR o

Walking into Sam Hing Ho is like turning back the clock a few decades.

Dead End or Alternative?

Michael from Café Sausalito and Ah On from Brothers
Leathercraft also mentioned that a few years ago, a group of
early new shop owners in Tai Nan Street tried to organise a
"Sham Shui Po Art Zone". Led by Rex, the owner of a former
shop called 22°N, they hoped that more people would
come to see the changes in Sham Shui Po. At that time,
they regularly organised local handicraft bazaars by offering
2 feet of area in front of their shop for local craftsmen. It
attracted many people to come and the atmosphere was
incredibly good. Unfortunately, the event was later shelved
due to the intervention of Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department. However, a wide variety of shops have been
attracted to Tai Nan Street over time, and Michael believes
that the spectrum of shops has now been broadened. The
owner of Sam Hing Ho, Mr. Wong, is also positive about
the changes that have taken place on Tai Nan Street. He is
happy to see that the area has become more vibrant and
diversified. The increasing flow of people has also boosted
the business on Apliu Street and Fuk Wing Street (known as
Toy Street) nearby. Even his daughter has become a regular
visitor to Tai Nan Street.

It is this subtle mix of old and new that brings people of
different generations and backgrounds together. For
Michael at Café Sausalito, even though the number of
coffee shops in the neighborhood has increased, it is still
a healthy competition as everyone makes different flavors
of coffee of different origins. Tai Nan Street now has varied
kinds of shops including vinyl record sellers, stationery
sellers, leather from different sources, and even artists with
distinct styles and skills. Each attracting various types of
customers with their own preferences. The same can be
said for the whole of Sham Shui Po. There is Apliu Street
selling electronics, Fuk Wing Street selling toys, and Yu Chau
Street selling accessories. It has always been a place that
serves not just people from the original district, while those
who do not drink coffee can still find a local tea restaurant
(cha-chan-teng) around the corner.
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With the increased flow of
people on Tai Nan Street,
Ah On also offers finished
products in the shop.

Before fearing that gentrification will lead to the exclusion of the original culture, we
should think about originally what Sham Shui Po is. Walking through here, you can see
not only local Hong Kong people but also new immigrants and ethnic minorities. Street
sleepers, grassroots living in sub-divided units or rooftop houses, and middle-class
families living in new apartments are all here. This is a place where different cultures
can integrate with each other. Social and technological changes may have led to the
decline of an industry, but the transformation of Tai Nan Street is a new piece of the
puzzle for the diversity of Sham Shui Po. During the interview, Café Sausalito's Michael
shared with us how, since opening the shop, he has learned a lot about the people and
their stories through coffee. Ah On of Brothers Leathercraft said, “The reason | moved
to Sham Shui Po is that | love the old Hong Kong feelings. | like the pleasant, talkative
atmosphere, where the uncles and aunties would say, ‘How are you doing?’ There was
a lot of care among the neighbors, not just trading.” There is no guarantee that the
place will not face a large scale redevelopment one day, but fortunately, we can still find
the unique human touch in the new and old shops on Tai Nan Street.

MichaelB8[E#:2:8 T AL B B ANISE » IITEAEBBEI7ECafé Sausalito
MIRNBHER » ERBETEEERHS —HIREPUES -
Michael has got in touch with various kinds of people and things after opening the
shop. For example, by chance he met a couple in Taiwan who had their first date in
Café Sausalito; also, he witnessed a staff member who met his wife here and held
the wedding party in the café.
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Mr. Wong from Sam Hing Ho

There will continue to be more new shops, maybe more
shops that are not from this era, but even younger. It is
like going to Japan or Taiwan, some small shops suddenly
pop up in some quiet areas, and young people, and even
foreigners will come here. It is a good thing for this place,

it must change, it is impossible to be the same all the time.

Ah On from Brother Leathercraft

| expect the street will become more diversified, but if the
rents go up again, some shops will move out. Honestly, if
the rent goes up, we will leave too. That is the way it is, will
you tell the landlord not to raise the rent? As we are doing
the retail and wholesale business, we can still do it in factory
buildings. We must follow the trend because of the survival
of the fittest.

Afterword

The Future of Tai Nan Street

Mr. Yeung from Tin Hung Products

The change in Tai Nan Streetis in a good direction, and itis
necessary to maintain the diversity. | think this is a positive
change. No one could have predicted this change even
three or four years ago. Back then, when the first coffee
shop opened across the street, you would think, “Is this
going to work?" We used to make fun of them back then,

but sometimes all you need is a breakthrough.

Michael from Café Sausalito

I hope this place will continue to attract more people and
focus on handmade things. | sometimes miss the days
when there was more interaction between shop owners.
We are a group of young people starting a business here,
and | hope there is more communication in this area, not

necessarily to exclude each other, but to grow together.

Whilst preparing the publication of Post 41, we were informed that Sam Hing Ho was moving out. Mr. Wong said to
us, "Please keep striving yourself, youngsters. Hong Kong is all yours.”
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R{E =B Highlights —

YHAZEEIE S FIRES
YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel
AERETD

Shek Kip Mei Estate
ARILERES

Tai Hang Sai Estate
p==Ll

Tai Hang Tung Estate
7 LR

Nam Shan Estate
=]=aEok

Pak Tin Estate

S# Landscape —

L8 0, $X0AS

#E Difficulty —
b PAPAQAQAS

##:5 B2 Suggested Starting Point —
YHASEEE B F IR ok B NLEEYE L C2H
YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel, or Exit C2 of
Kowloon Tong MTR Station

#%%2 Distance —

47/~ km

Z[% Estimated Time —
#920%58& minutes

O

ixK 15 = B &6 E 5bF CYCLING TOUR OF PUBLIC ESTATES IN

SHAM SHUI PO

b
Kowloon Tong
Station

PO [=]::0 0
BEEAETHRL Pak Tin Estate §
Jockey Club P &£
Creative Arts Centre & & .\o°°
I& s 3 y 4 <0
&
YHA EFIRS FiRS <
YHA Mei Ho House e, *
Youth Hostel 0%
4,,&%
%
@e’

AkELR
A Shek Kip Mei Estate ";ﬁ
AtkR KR
Shek Kip Mei .
Station KA T Tai HangTung Estate
Tai Hang Sai Estate
2
$/.
'%??g»
P
Bl 6?9 &
Bishop Hill »%s
d

St. Francis of
Assisi's English
Primary School

KINEDEE LS
Tai Hang Tung
Recreation Ground

IV RIRRRIIREE - REFEEBEERADETER  $EETAIIERERE |
*This route is only for experienced riders. Please abide by the relevant legal regulations and pay attention to traffic safety!

1%

E2
Tat Chee Avenue

17/



N2

RIFRE BRAEMURRBEAMEE  EMET —REFHH - (RXE

REEB - ARAENRKEHERE — K2
BRED - EILE - BAMERLXEWAIKRE IR ?

RIREH - BRI LA —RBEEE

Hongkongers loved traveling around the world. However, with the global pandemic

crisis dragging on for more than half a year, Hongkongers have shifted their attention

to local attractions. It has also contributed to the rage of cycling. While Sham Shui Po

is always crowded with cars and passengers, there is still a cycling route in a silent

and elegant environment passing through almost every public estate in Sham Shui Po.

I}
N22-
BEAYHARREEFIRESHE  HEBHEI N —
BRI ESBEERNE - PREBOBREP21EE
ZWBNAOKERS  AREBNAERZEXNES
HoOXAH EERBEREFNERS EHESE
MEBBESOFREELHNFERABE  FENNKER
RAEZMERBAZESASIOLHEHL -
Starting from YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel, you can
ride along Berwick Street to St. Francis of Assisi's English
Primary School. You will pass through Shek Kip Mei Estate
and Shek Kip Mei Shopping Centre. Many old-style shops
rarely found elsewhere are located in this Shopping Centre.
St. Francis of Assisi Church is also a characteristic religious
building with more than 50 years of history. The ramp next
to it leads to Bishop Hill where a Roman-style cistern was
recently discovered.

I®

[
237

FEFESRXNENEOLE  —HZBEIRAT
T TERNERXREMRKIEXAERE - AT /D
BREzBEBELEABFE  EFELRESLBRT
FRBRORGAEFE - BANMRBRBELRDE
WEE  TERKILUMENBRMEE - AE=2N\T
FREZWADRBPMAFHNEMRIKEG - ERTE
REEW - — A AEMHRRB S ARG

Turn left at the intersection of the school. The old public
housing estate, built in the 1970s, and the brand new
Mei Pak House are separated by the street. After a short
climb when you turn right and enter Woh Chai Street, you
will see the old Tai Hang Sai Estate which was built in the
1960s. Starting from Tai Hang Tung Road, there will be fewer
vehicles passing by and you will be refreshed by the silent

and open view around Tai Hang Tung Estate.

N4l

BT AR AEAEAEZRAR B2 REERE
BAEE -  EBIDRBRER  BHMACELERBRRNKE
/E\.EEEW%W’UE&E@?%DE PEMEREREAR A
WAKRR M E G &REEKE - MEHMAEENR
%&%%ﬁb%ﬁ%ﬁ%é c B ERE  KEZTERRA
BRXBMERERBRINE S - $H1*ED{ET7K¥MME?EZ
BV EE R AR PT A BERR B B -

At the next intersection, turn left and enter Tat Chee Ave,
it will be a long gentle slope. Surrounded by trees lining

the way and the characterful private houses and religious
buildings, the long climb will be much easier than expected.

N2 5

- N

ERAX —HRAREXMELTHKERBERRNIKE
T o ZRAILABRE —E TRBIERE - AE AR
IWBBERX S —R % ERBALERR - BT g
AR MEEBANESESESEEGLE - MEE
WERFFESRD  BENREMEERBEAXE
F—HELMIENRE -

Festival Walk marks the end of this longest climb in this
route. Go down from To Yuen Street and turn into Lung Chu
Street. Another uphill section awaits after turning right into
Nam Shan Chuen Road. Though the gradient is relatively
higher in this section, it will not be too long, and watching
the entire Nam Shan Estate from high places along the road
is another pleasing scene.

N26 Y

SEAK R L ERE 1% Eﬁv%ﬁ_ﬁiﬂﬁ&_ﬁ):ﬂjﬂi& >4t
ERMNBEHYE  BENBAABYRSEHE N
BHEFE MPFENREESES - FENFZ IS
EEEETRKE TR -

After completing Nam Shan Chuen Road, turn right and
cross Tai Hang Sai Street then you will arrive at Pak Tin
Estate, whichis being rebuilt in batches. Opposite the estate,
the Pak Tin Shopping Centre has many famous restaurants
including cart-noodle shops, coffee shops, and cha-chan-
teng (local tea restaurant). It is always a good idea to stop by
here and take a rest.

[}

N27-
RR TFEOZHEARYT  KBES
ML EMEAREBMEEEEE - ETEERE
M2  ALAREALTFE  THeREEER
FHtHER  TRERLABRKRBE—E - TE20

DEFEFTERT o PRI EFARKEE TR E B
M BMEXRMGE  WETEAEE - UL TR
KV - A9 S S AR E) 7 ERRSR KT M A
HEWNBRZE

Finally, turn left at the crossroads and enter Pak Tin Street,

lm

pass through the Jockey Club Creative Arts Centre and you
will return to Shek Kip Mei Estate and our starting point, Mei
Ho House. With the gentle slopes and elegant landscape,
this route is suitable for both cycling and jogging. After
finishing shooting photos, riding another lap just took less
than 20 minutes. Next time when you come to Sham Shui Po,
try to experience the unigueness of Sham Shui Po and public

estates with your bike!
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EBEMERE /19674 | mRsg 5t £ 24 Block 10, Shek Kip Mei Resettlement Estate / 1967 / Provided by Mr Ko Tim-keung

XEBLERERLE T TLEY  KBOHLEHERE -
W EERKEDR - R 25 BRETHZE
RE - RBETERMEEENER - Hh—RE1967F
MEBREHERE+E BERRNBZEANELEH
BEANE MENDAERNESEYREEEM - M
BE-AFHAZHTRADE  REAMRKRER -
MEHERA  THEREEAFETEESLE KA
WTHEE XAE—MER [EE] WRAEER - F5
REREIFIGE  NESHNEREZ - TRE28
B BRTAREHEHRESERERNOMAEHI 0 B
TMHEABETARABE  FERRARLEERR
AEr MREEFIRVEN  BHASTHMTRE

B |

WHBEMEA View from the Right Side
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Besides items donated from former residents or collected
from resettlement estates, many historical images of
resettlement areas in the old days are displayed in Heritage
of Mei Ho House museum. One of them indicates Block 10
in Shek Kip Mei where six- or seven-storey resettlement
blocks were formerly built. Of the two kinds of housing
blocks, the former contains solely residential units while the
latter has stores on the ground floor and a school on the
rooftop. Look closely at this photograph, you can readily
see that Block 10 has seven storeys including shops and a
rooftop school named “Zan Sing". This is different to Mei Ho
House, known as Block 15 at that time, which was built with
only six stories. Next time, you may not only spend some
time on the details in this old photo, but you can also view
it from different angles — from the right, you can see it is in
monochrome but viewed from the left, it is multi-coloured.

This may stimulate your senses!

W BB RE A View from the Left Side

-

AREHE
PUBLIC
GUIDED TOUR

H — =& Daily
(1R85 BBR SN except the closed days)
14:30-15:15

fREEHIH Alternate Sundays

11:30-12:15

=351 wwwyha.org.hk/hmhh §8_EF844
Please register in wwwyha.org.nk/hmhh

AR | BEEHFE20A
Public / 20 people per tour

®E Free

-

BIF 247
GROUP VISIT

#EH—ZFF Tuesdays to Fridays
(DRBHEABRID except public holidays)
11:45-12:45/15:30 - 16:30

EHN - BRAREBEY  TRERSH
No group visits are allowed on Saturdays,
Sundays and public holidays

®E Free

16-40A 16-40 people
TREE PRFS No Guided Tour Service

-

EREaiRZE
EXCLUSIVE
PRIVATI:
GROUP TOUR

# EH— Mondays
(RRIBHIBRSM except public holidays)

10:00-11:00/11:15-12:15/
14:30-15:30/15:45 - 16:45

#EH—Z A Tuesdays to Sundays
17:00 - 18:00

B %50 A Max. 50 people

L AHES20 $20/ head admission fee

BUBEIMEERES30
$30 / head extra guided tour charge

BEREEES1000
minimum charge $1000 per group

BN REERBERAIMSE Y EERER
BRMA S E, BRAERE N EMN BFES
BAERERERFREENER -

Opening hours and guided tour service
information are for reference only and may subject
to change according to the actual situation.

Stay tuned with the latest updates on our official
website and social media pages!
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