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In 1949, due to the establishment of the People's Republic of China,
members of the Kuomintang fled to Hong Kong and settled in different
resettlement estates across Kowloon. Since then, every October, plentiful
flags and bunting of the Republic of China fluttered in Shek Kip Mei.
These political refugees were at the forefront of the conflicts between
the Chinese Communist Party and the Kuomintang which continued
in Hong Kong and caused the Double Tenth Riots.

During the period of the Double Tenth Riots, a large “Double Tenth” board and a
vertical banner with the writing “May the Republic of China endure an everlasting
longevity” was hung on an external wall of block H of Shek Kip Mei Estate (the
former name of Mei Ho House). Many members or veterans of the Kuomintang
lived in Block H in the past and the block was one of the main venues of the riots.
It shows that the Double Tenth Riots have special historical significance for Mei
Ho House. Coinciding with the tenth issue of Post 41, we use “Tenth” as the
theme and record the events of the Double Tenth Riots that occurred in 1956.

The personal experience of people is a fundamental part of history.
This issue not only focuses on a single person, but rather the collective
memories and oral history of various old residents in Shek Kip Mei.
They allow us to understand the events from different points of view and

perspectives, and to relate more easily to their experiences.

Several riots in Hong Kong history have brought disputes into wider
society, however, if the government can face up to the root causes it
can improve the social condition and is good for the long-term stability
of society. After the Double Tenth Riots, the colonial government
understood lessons learnt from the past can act as a guide in the future.
The government therefore investigated seriously and wrote the “Report
on the Riots in Kowloon and Tsuen Wan”. It showed a clear picture
of the various incidents, analyzed the social condition at the time and
highlighted the problems of densely populated resettlement estates. As

a result, more houses were built in order to help alleviate the problem.

“If we forget about history, then we all suffer from amnesia, and the
future will be at a state of perplexity.” Pai Hsien-yung said in the
documentary film “Multiflorate Splendour”. The past affects the present,
and the present changes the future. Hence, looking back the history,
re-organising the process and recognising the past are the important
lessons for personal growth and societal development. Through Post
41, we hope that by recording the easily forgotten Double Tenth Riots,
people can gain an understanding of the evolution of the development
of our time, take history as a mirror and learn from it. It is hoped that

fewer citizens will “suffer from amnesia”.
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THE FLUTTERING FLAGS OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA:
THE WHOLE STORY OF DOUBLE TENTH RIOTS
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On 10 October 1956, an incident occurred in the Lei Cheng
Uk Estate in which flags of the Republic of China were torn
down. The incident sparked off the “Double Tenth Riots”
with disturbances lasting for a month. The riots were some
of the most serious in Hong Kong history with a number
of deaths. It is an event that many people at that time were
probably not expecting. The “Double Tenth Riots” were
a major historical event in Hong Kong with far reaching
and profound influence. The fragments of memories of the
riots left a deep impression on old residents living in Shek
Kip Mei. It is unforgettable even now. Looking back at the

history, everything is still vividly clear in their minds.

Chinese Civil War and Migration to Hong Kong

Due to the second Chinese civil war and establishment of
the People's Republic of China, numerous Chinese refugees
migrated to Hong Kong. The refugees settled in Rennie's
Mill (Tiu Keng Leng) and various resettlement areas,
including Shek Kip Mei, Lei Cheng Uk Estate and Wong Tai
Sin. Many of the refugees were members or veterans of the
Kuomintang and so a Preparatory Committee was set up to
organise the Republic of China National Day celebrations
held by Kuomintang supporters in those districts. On every
Double Tenth Day, the Kuomintang allocated funds to its
supporters for celebrations. The celebratory atmosphere
was lively in the Shek Kip Mei resettlement area, with

plentiful flags of the Republic of China fluttering everywhere.

Origin of the Riots: The "National Flag" Incident in

Lei Cheng Uk Estate

The cause of the Double Tenth Riots can be traced back
to 3 October 1956, when the Committee of Resettlement

WSS &t
Ms Lam Kwai-fun
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According to my mom, in 1956 when I was born, riots happened. Every

household needed to show the flags outside their home, if not, somebody
would make trouble with your flat and family.
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Chaos reigns in Yen Chow Street, Sham Shui Po. Protesters overturned and set fire to a car. / 1956 /

Provided by Mr Ko Tim-keung
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Mr Li Cheuk-ming: “According to my mom, my grandfather was an officer of Kuomintang in China.
BIEELA () When he moved to Hong Kong, maybe he was a little bit wealthy, so he lived in Tai Hang Tung.”

e .
;ﬁg%% 2 %i ; M:s Lau Kang-sang: “Oh Kuomintang! My father-in-law was the leader for hanging the flags of the

Ms Lau Kang-sang
Mr Li Cheuk-ming
Mr Lee Cheuk-ho

Kuomintang. He would hang the flags even on the merry-go-round.”
Mr Lee Cheuk-ho: “He kept communication with Taiwan and led tours to Taiwan frequently.”
Ms Lau Kang-sang: “He led tours during every Double Tenth Festival.”
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At that time, people were very interesting. They stuck up flags of the Kuomintang and took pictures,
then they could join a banquet in “King Wah” and get towels, and mugs. On the Double Tenth Day,
they could get money and go to Taiwan by airplane for free, and buy some cosmetics, leather coats

AWMEHE (MEWENAB) HBHIRERBREE —BARERMBNTER /19565 / REFERERMH
Lots of people gathered in front of Block H of Shek Kip Mei Estate (later renamed to Mei Ho House). A private car

BIoeE

MrLau Wing-cheung  and silk stockings, which they could sell and make hundreds or thousands of dollars in profit.
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Affairs decided to warn the residents in resettlement
areas not to post any flags or decorations on the walls. In
the morning of 10 October, a member of staff from the
Resettlement Department found and tore down the flags and
emblems of the Kuomintang in Lei Cheng Uk Estate. It kicked
off disturbances by Kuomintang supporters. They gathered
outside the Resettlement Department Office and demanded
an apology and compensation from the staff. The supporters
also asked the staff to hang images of Sun Yat-sen and
Chiang Kai-shek on the external wall and set off thousands
of firecrackers. By the afternoon the situation was completely
out of control and the Kuomintang supporters beat the staff

and set fire to documents and furniture in the office.

Disturbances in Double Tenth Riots
The “national flag” incident in Lei Cheng Uk Estate gave

rise to disturbances in major districts in Kowloon, including

was set on fire and destroyed. / 1956 / Provided by Mr Jacky Yu Chun-yu
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Sham Shui Po. On the night of 10 October, protesters set
fire to the trucks of the Garden Company, and threw stones
at fire engines, which caused one fire engine to lose control
and ram into the pavement knocking down 2 people and
striking a further 5. The protesters also destroyed local
Chinese product companies, shops and leftist schools. On
the 11 October, protesters stopped and set fire to a taxi
carrying the Swiss consul and his family at Yen Chow Street,

causing the consul’s wife to be burned to death.

From Sham Shui Po, the riots also spread to Tsuen Wan,
Mong Kok, Tai Hang Tung, Yau Ma Tei, Kowloon City, Hung
Hom, Ngau Chi Wan, Kwun Tong etc. Accordingly, the
government suppressed the disturbances by using batons,
rattan-shields, tear gas, “vomiting” bombs, chevaux de

frise and even live ammunition.
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Governor Alexander Grantham returned to Hong
Kong, and is pictured waving from the new Queen's
Pier. / 13 October 1956 / The Kung Sheung Evening
News / Provided by the Robert H. N. Ho Family
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The Police Force suppressed the disturbances by
using armored cars. / 12 October 1956 / The Kung
Sheung Evening News / Provided by the Robert H. N.
Ho Family
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During the implementation of martial law, the British
Army was dispatched. At that time, the policemen
undoubtedly used gunstocks to beat people. People who
went out were hit with gunstocks and driven out. Tear gas
was released everywhere during the riots. I needed to cover
my mouth with a damp cloth even though I was at home
and coughed unceasingly. For the protesters in the streets,
they climbed down and hid in the drains (there were drains
on Nam Cheong Street). There was not enough time for
them to flee because the police and British Army were
coming with shields from the Sam Tai Tsz Temple at Yu
Chau Street.

EiliEirian
Ms Lau Lai-kwan
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During the riots, the door of our home was tightly
locked. I climbed up to the windows and observed
what was happening on the street through the gap in
the windows. I saw that when a police car was passing
the street near the Garden Company, the people threw
stones and bricks at it. I remember that they rushed

to our building, then my father said “sister, please do

not go out and do not open the door!”

It is because we
needed to go outside for toilets. People escaped to our

building (Mei Ho House) while policemen were hunting
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Implementing Martial Law and Dispatch of the British Army
As disturbances occurred across many districts in Kowloon,
the government implemented martial law at 7:30 pm on 11
October. The government also delivered a stern warning
and announced the British Army had already entered and

been stationed in Sham Shui Po later on the same day.

£ 19565F 10H 11H W |- 3655 ik e B2 1 76 & 55 Ju i 558 ) 9 P g o G R A O ¢
At the night of 11 October 1956, the Acting Governor Edgeworth Beresford David delivered a speech via radio:

TERBUEE PR - B PRI ROE 7 IS PR A IE AT 2 - PRI 2B 5 DS R I g o oo o
BOMCEE B 1 Yty » ZE7 FIRE I se ) -
I am now warning you, if you still continue these illegal actions, you all are at risk of being shot. ......

Government have made our mind to suppress these disturbances i

diately by live ition
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BEREETEREGE  RATERABEEES -/

However, due to the poor dissemination of information
during the riots, many citizens were not clear about the
implementation of martial law. The government only relied
on announcements on radio and on site; therefore, many
innocent workers and food stallholders were misidentified
as rioters and charged or even shot. Eventually, the court
allowed the imposition of fines instead of imprisonment as

the penalty for the people who had breached martial law.

ERAKSZEARTHRENEHBUAIRBRE -/

1956F 108118 / (IEKRR) / MBRRIERM

A man killed from a head-shot by tear gas. The flag of
the Republic of China covers his dead body. /

11 October 1956 / The Kung Sheung Evening News /
Provided by the Robert H. N. Ho Family

19568108138 / (BFBIBAR) /MEHRREEM

The British Army set up barbed wire in Sham Shui Po
and Mong Kok to divide martial law zones. /

13 October 1956 / The Kung Sheung Daily News /
Provided by the Robert H. N. Ho Family

down the rioters.
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You couldn’t open the windows near the boundaries at that time. If people opened the windows

the British Army would shoot because they were afraid of people throwing down flowerpots to

BiseE

NI Lau Islept on the stairs at that time. I was very poor. I had to keep a seat every night. During the riot,

S ek the street. According to my friend who was a policeman, somebody threw a flowerpot to the
Mr Wong Cho-chi street dislocating the shoulder of his colleague. Wing-cheung I still slept on the stairs as usual. I couldn't help it. There were so many people, how can I sleep?

The weather was very hot, and there was no air conditioner at that time.

EARAD Radio and Riots TR P 06 - TR B 0K B - B KA - (RIS - R R
FEE+REYE - SREDARLL - B During the time of the Double Tenth Riots, watching TiRHeE SR W5 - ZE SR B BIEESERG - M A 7K - FRESHURIEE M - &
FHRERBARBREN - FIA0EE  television was still not a popular pastime; therefore, the Mr Chow Chun-fai ﬂ’ﬁfﬁ]%?ﬁéﬁﬁ‘@%% . W‘f‘éﬁﬁ.%‘?$%%ﬁ%1§ﬁ?ﬁ ) ﬁ%’f‘ﬂ%ﬁl? N
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Hig EEAEAREBHOWTERSE  The Acting Governor, Edgeworth Beresford David, and el AR AL P R 1 L PN IICRESY T et
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‘We were street kids at that time. I took my brothers and sisters out to play around, and we went

Television Hong Kong and Rediffusion on 11 and 14
October respectively.

to Lai Yuen. During the riots, we were planning to go back home, and found that we couldn’t

W W A RER RS A R - B A - 4B 2 because the police were setting up defences. It turned out that the police cordoned off Tai Po
T B W 0 b ab e 5k HooaeEE D H -

S ek During the first and second nights, I totally relied on the news reports by the radio. I listened to
Mr Wong Cho-chi the radio and did not dare to buy newspaper on the street.

Road. We did not know what was happening. Then we saw that the policemen were holding
short tear gas rounds, and heard a booming sound. They released the tear gas in Nam Cheong
Street. The gas blew towards us and our eyes could not stand it. Eventually, I led my brothers and
sisters away and spent a few hours walking to Sham Shui Po Pier from Yen Chow Street, then we
Bl —FENEAEERT  SHBEOFBESERE - —WH oo > RIEKA
—REEEEE 0 BT — WA R EE

Our family were living on the lower floor. We had installed the radio broadcast by Rediffusion,

ran to where the current Police Sports and Recreation Club stands and climbed up the hill and
finally returned home in Tai Hang Tung. We went a long way to get back home, and we could

not think of it is scary or not. We had not encountered these things before, we could just only

A which cost 10 dollars per month. Clubbing together with a few neighbors, our family installed
Mr Chung Hon-sum a speaker and listened to the radio together.

think about how to bypass those places where there was conflict. When we arrived home, it was
already about 8 pm and our parents were very worried, and we still saw the defence barriers at

home. As the elder brother, I did not get any praise for getting back home safe and sound, but

instead was birched by my parents.

REHRNEE Life in Riots

FYPK - EREAEZRF= > TR During the riots, tear gas was released around 3 and 4 am, ﬂﬂﬂ%?%?éli%i‘ﬂ’ %i]]ﬂ%?ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ?%llK?tﬂhﬁéhﬁﬁE?ﬁﬁ% *
= ST NN )5 ° S (13 5 ’ Wk ° O - M —

L EREAEFRZRSER - 3 residents woke up with a shock. Their tears and mucus LIS R gfﬂm%;& 4 ?{i?l;:iﬁﬁiiﬁ RRLILES L Al e 9 2 g = AL

IR N Ms Cheung EEEER D - A WSk -

Rfi + BOENEE o IERRKSFIE flowed profusely and they could not fall back to sleep. Nga-ching During the riots, I still took 11K bus to Kowloon City to set up a stall selling vegetables for my

319 = Nl [& o - & 5,'%-3\ TR R & Near Castle Peak Road in Sham Shui Po and Lei Cheng Uk livelihood. When the stall closed, I got back home immediately. At that time, I sold goods in

A e SmaiEREES Estate, before the police released tear gas, they informed the morning and went back home in the afternoon. During the martial law implementation, my

. o family stayed at home at night and would not go out.
PR - the residents by loudspeaker to close all their windows.
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During the riots, we went along for the ride. It was sweltering, so I took off my clothes to

HRNAMBEHEETRA N BHEHEE M FHAT - 7
FRH BN EE - fREFZ IS ORI LLBR — - HESEA T
R R T

There were many Kuomintang flags hanging in Shek Kip Mei at that time. You had
to buy a flag even if you are riding bicycles. You could not refuse to buy one. Private
BB AL e cars and anyone else also needed to buy one. If you held the flag it could save your
Mr Au Yeung To

life, but if the police saw it you would be in trouble.

observe the riots. I saw that the goods of the Chinese companies were taken into the street and
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During the riots, only cars with a special note could enter
the special regions, for example Tai Po Road and Castle
Peak Road.

T RE RS WA L FE N B - BB Z)E - AT
V)i - BT N o TEH I o
“This car is used by the press on our side, please release and
do not disturb. Please help when necessary. ”

TREHp Y - A A BRI - T RIS -
WA P DR K - ERES R o C - CHP =R -
B -

“This car is neutral and my ibility. I have already bought a
national flag, I hope all of you pay attention to this and

please do not cause any incident. ”

Hunting Widely and Wantonly

After the riots, the police carried out mass arrests in a heavy-
handed manner. On the 12 and 13 October, the Police
searched and raided Kowloon City and resettlement areas
including Shek Kip Mei, Tai Hang Tung and Lei Cheng Uk
Estate and searched hotels and buildings in Sham Shui
Po, Yau Ma Tei and Hong Kong Island. In Shek Kip Mei,

a hundred policemen were dispatched, led by a Western

[ 7%

set on fire. We also saw tear gas cannisters. Wow, they were flying all around. The police wanted
to arrest me but, fortunately, I was not wearing clothes and so they could not catch me. Then I
ran away immediately! Those policemen misunderstood and thought we were rioters. After that
I did not dare to watch from the street and instead I went to a rooftop in Apliu Street. Many
people were arrested at that time, very poor. They got beaten and lost their lives. My friend
was arrested and detained in the Chatham Camp. They would rather catch the innocent than

let off the guilty. My friend was alright later, but was nearly beaten to death and took a long

time to recover. My friend also went along for the ride. He took taxi from Hung Hom and was

intercepted by the police on Nathan Road. The police asked him to get out and then arrested

Mr Au Yeung To
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everybody. You do not need to say anything and cannot say anything.

Inspector. Residents on every floor poked their heads out
to look but the police ordered them to go back inside
and fired warning shots. When the policemen arrived,
they searched the buildings and all the men were ordered

outside to undergo rigid interrogations.

In fact, the architectural design of resettlement buildings
is unique, leading to denser populations and is related to
the riots. “Report on the Riots in Kowloon and Tsuen Wan”
analyzed the social condition at that time, especially on the
origin of the riots: dense population in the resettlement
areas - nearly the most densely populated places in the
world. In the buildings concentrated in Lei Cheng Uk Estate,
Shek Kip Mei and Tai Hang Tung resettlement areas, the

population density is about 2.4 people per square meter.
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If any situtation or problems arise, it is very easy to attract
large crowds. Additionally, resettlement buildings are easy
to guard due to the linked verandas on every floor assisting
people's ability to elude shooting from the ground. The
7-storey buildings also provide an advantage for the

throwing of objects from height.

On 14 October, 3,000 people were detained at the
Chatham Road Camp (where the current Hong Kong

Museum of History now stands). Also, the Governor

and Executive Council promptly established Emergency
(Detention Orders) Regulations, which empowered the
maximum period of detention to be increased from 48
hours to 14 days by the Police Force. They could also

extend detention for an additional 14 days if not satisfied.

After the Riots
According to the government report, hospitals recorded

that during the riot there were 59 dead, 443 injured and

He B G 15 IR 55 N AR R A o R A B ko 3 FLBR AR B 323
M- BENERERZDEREGEA  HANGG - HASRpERN - REEH®
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HOCRBEA) o MBET - o FILIRERBER D - REIATHRM : "HR
EHRA?2ERANRME - 3 REFBINE - FERHEANFERMEE - F
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I remember all the men were pulled outside at that time. They needed to hold their hands on

their heads and squat down for questioning. My father had not been pulled outside because

my mom had said to him: “Hey you, please don’t go out. If you go out and bark up the wrong

tree, you will be in trouble.” Therefore, my dad hid at home. Later, a British soldier asked: “Are

there any males in your home? If yes, please go out.” My dad did not dare to go out. If you told
Gifid s L n them there were no men at home, some British soldiers would still search the house to confirm,
Mr Szeto Kwok-ling others would not.

107 policemen injured. However, the data is not complete
because there were some cases with no record, and some
injured did not believe in public hospitals and instead went
to see Chinese chiropractors for remedies. From more than
6,000 arrested suspects, about 3,000 were released after
investigation, 1,455 were charged for breaching martial law

and 1,241 were eventually convicted.

HEEBRBAERSHIIL  FRFISBUHBEHRER -
HRTRBEFEERBARENAS o /1956F 108158/ (I8
B3R / AER R IR

After the cancelation of martial law, residents went out and ob-
served the condition of the resettlement areas. In the photo,
Bowring Bungalows are in front of the resettlement buildings. /

15 October 1956 / The Kung Sheung Evening News / Provided by the
Robert H. N. Ho Family

2

THHEEHERBAEEERR /1956F108148 / (EEAR)  BERRHEREREQTEEM

More than a dozen of trucks carried rice and drove into Kowloon to give food assistance to the residents. /
14 October 1956 / Wah Kiu Yat Po / Provided by South China Morning Post Publishers Limited
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The riots affected the livelihood of the residents. The Hong Kong Government distributed food aid in Sham Shui Po
and Yau Ma Tei etc., which benefited 20,000 people. / 17 October 1956 / The Kung Sheung Evening News / Provided

by the Robert H. N. Ho Family
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Two months after the riots, the then Governor, Grantham,
sent the “"Report on the Riots in Kowloon and Tsuen Wan”
to the United Kingdom. It may be said that the incident was
done and dusted. The report divided the riots into different
stages, listing clearly the date and time of each incident
and analysing them in detail. The riots were considered as
launched by triad gangs who supported the Kuomintang.
They cooperated with the Kuomintang supporters and tried
to disrupt public order, additionally hoping to wrest control
of the labour sector from the leftists. However, there was
no evidence shown proving that there was a plan to initiate
riots beforehand. The report also pointed out that the
Police tried to prevent further casualties as far as possible,
but still the Police Force should be trained to cooperate
with the people in smart and advisory way and try to avoid
using military force. Since then, the Colonial Hong Kong
Government took it as reference, and gradually improved

the tactics of handling riots.

s
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In issue no. 3 of “Post 41" published two years ago, the

forgotten story of Jubilee Transit Center (JTC) and the former
Camp Manager, Mr Leung Hin-ming, was told. At that time,
we wrote “It JTC), at the end, may still disappear from Hong
Kong history, but the memory there is still cherished in the
minds of Hin-ming and the refugees.” We would never have
thought that we would receive a letter from some readers

which has become the best response to this paragraph.

P
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The letter is sent by a couple of former Vietnamese refugees
who now live in San Francisco. They are Mr Cong Do and
his wife Jane. The couple had been searching for the proof
of their livelihood in the camp continuously in the past and
fortunately they found “Post 41”. We arranged the meetup of
Hin-ming and the couple. While waiting for Hin-ming, Cong
Do and Jane's anxiety and excitement struck a chord in our
hearts. When they first met, Cong Do and Hin-ming hugged
unfamiliarly yet still warmly. Then, the couple were touched
and burst into tears while flipping through the photo album of
JTC brought by Hin-ming. In the afternoon, we followed in the
steps of Hin-ming, visited the former site of JTC, ie. Sham Shui
Po Park, and chatted about bygone days...

Sometimes, we never know exactly if what we have done is so
important to someone in the world, just like when Hin-ming
acted as the Camp Manager or when we wrote the “Post 41”.
Itis hoped that these touching experiences can become a new
impetus which will help us move forward in keeping track of

the history.
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In the “Artists’ Viewpoint: The Past, Present and
Future Tense of Mei Ho House", three artists from
different sectors - the founder of “LomfaFair” paper
artist Redtonetone, founder of “Form Society” Mr
Wong Tin-yan and artist Mr King Lau - created
different forms of artwork to depict the past,
present and future tense of Mei Ho House. With
expert paper craftsmanship, Redtonetone created
“The view of Hong Kong” using paper made of
local plant fibre and a traditional papermaking
process, showing the Hong Kong Lion Rock spirit.

Mr Wong Tin-yan created “Miracle Cure” by

|2}
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upcycling the old tables & chairs of Mei Ho Café
to be the “Welcoming lcon”. With the concept of
conservation, the artwork welcomed visitors from
all over the world to learn how the Grade Il Historic
Building Mei Ho House was revitalised from public
housing into a youth hostel. Mr King Lau drew “The
Ukiyo-e of Mei Ho House"” with his understanding
and imagination of the past, present and future
tense of Mei Ho House, as well as its connection

with the Sham Shui Po community.

In addition, the Museum organised an AR
(Augmented Reality) Guided Tour and Dramatised
Guided tour for the first time. In the AR guided
tour, the participants used AR technology to
understand and appreciate the past & present of
Mei Ho House. In the dramatised tour, the Museum
was turned into a drama theatre in which actress,
Ms Buber Mak (who also wrote and directed),
performed together with actor, Mr Dennis Lau.
They transformed themselves into old residents
of Mei Ho House. The past of Mei Ho House was
vividly connected to the tour participants through
this performance.
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The Museum has also collaborated with a Sham
Shui Po community organization, the “Hong Kong
Federation of Women's Centres”, to organise a
“Sustainable Development Workshop - Natural
Laundry and Stain Remover Soap”. With the aim
of using potato juice and other natural materials
to create soaps that are both highly detersive and
environmentally friendly. As well as the above
guided tours and workshops, the Museum also
arranged a talk with the “Viva Blue House Project”
so that more of the general public could learn how
these two historic buildings, with Hong Kong locals’
collective memories, were revitalised into to new
ones. Last but not least, a community screening
and sharing of “The street, the way"” was organised
to enable the public from different walks of life to
listen to community stories collected during the
city renewal process. It is hoped this could provide
the public with an opportunity to reflect on the
meaning of sustainability.

The response to the Heritage of Mei Ho House
“"Muse Fest HK 2019” Programme Series was
overwhelming! Thank you so much for all the
support from the collaborating partners and
public! See you next year in MUSE FEST 2020!
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Firstly, from the guided tour of Heritage of Mei
Ho House, participants were introduced to the
history of Mei Ho House, the change of public
housing environment and the lifestyle of residents.
Additionally, we also joined guided tours of 4
different revitalised historic buildings (SCAD Hong
Kong, the Blue House Cluster, Tai Kwun and the
Jockey Club Creative Arts Centre) to learn about
their history and the process of revitalisation.
Through the tours, the participants have a
more in-depth knowledge about the significant
historical changes associated with the buildings
and the related heritage conservation work. The
workshop has also added to their understanding
of the concept of heritage conservation. Moreover,
two guided tours led by the Kaifong Tour and

Christian Concern for the Homeless Association
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let the students know more about the culture,
history and life of residents and homeless people
in Sham Shui Po. Together with the guided tour of
the Wan Chai community, the tours of two different
areas can assist the students to initiate conversation

with the community.

Apart from exploring various perspectives of Sham
Shui Po, participants also leamnt to use artistic ways
to express how they thought about the community.
When they stayed in YHA Mei Ho House Youth
Hostel for 2 days 1 night, a photographer, Mr Tai
Ngai-lung, held a photographic workshop in a
lively and interactive way. Students studied more
about the basic technique of taking photos as well
as photo retouching. Afterwards, they went out
into the streets to try to take photos with a theme
in mind. They discovered different angles of Sham
Shui Po and shared their work with each other. At
night, Mr Jordan Wong Chun led a night tour for
students to gain a better understanding of small
shops and the textile industry - both are lesser-
known aspects of Sham Shui Po - by observing
the iron gates of shops. On the second day, they
tried to use different kinds of body movement
to do a simple drama performance. They acted
their own stories and carried out sincere and
touching dramas. Afterwards, participants learnt
about using objects from daily life to create art
installations showing how they saw Sham Shui Po
in their own minds. These activities enabled them
to further their understanding of the possibilities of

communicating with the local community.
Several workshops were also arranged to teach
students to use various methods of creation to

show how they feel about this place. It included
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the writing workshop instructed by Ms Chio Hio-

tong. Participants examined using “community”
as the theme for their creative writing and tried to
express their thinking through the written word. In
addition, they also attempted to utilise the material
on hand and their own creativity to communicate
how they feel about Sham Shui Po. Under the
instruction of different artists, Wahayeah Sketch
Group, dotdotdot studio and Mr Wong Tin-yan
(founder of Form Society), participants created
their works by sketching, risograph printing and
woodworking. Through multiple visual artworks,
diversified sides of the local community can
be reflected. In the “city sketching” workshop,
participants went onto the street and searched for a
unique angle to depict Sham Shui Po in their eyes.
Then, in the risograph printing workshop, they made
use of a large variety of material to create collages,
and finally created their unique two-tone prints. They
also found some groceries from the small shops and
street stores in the district when they were working
on the woodworking workshop, and then they
modified and decorated them. Students successfully
challenged their boundaries of artistic creation and

gave new meaning to the traditional use of an object.

In the last part of the programme, participants
learned how to develop and curate an exhibition.
They all enjoyed the process of preparation very
much. Their final products will be exhibited at the
Form Society premises. Please wait and see and, for

details, please read “"Upcoming Events” on P24.
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Following my short 3-month internship, | would like
to thank the Heritage of Mei Ho House for giving
me the opportunity to learn about different works
of historic conservation. These included artefacts
donation, oral history interview and research into
the “Double-tenth Riots” for “Post 41”. These have
allowed me to understand the history of Hong
Kong, particularly about these rarely mentioned
disturbances. An increasing amount of misleading
information has been circulating in these past few
years and | feel great responsibility for editing
an article about such a historic event. | flipped
through pages of riot reports and the conclusion of
the government. In addition, some articles written
are without any supporting evidence. Each party
wrote their own “history” for their own interest.
However, we can understand a different aspect of
the riots which the government would not mention
by reviewing the experience of the old residents.
| hope we can take history as a mirror in these
turbulent years, to understand what is happening

in our society now.
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In this two-month internship, through assistingin the
organisation of “Mei Ho House Youth Ambassador
Programme 2019", | have gained new insights into
the diversity of Sham Shui Po. Only when every
component of the community is able to manifest
their own values, and build mutual trust and social
connection, are people emotionally attached and

able to keep Sham Shui Po in memory.

Through helping to catalogue Mei Ho House's
collection of oral history materials, | have
appreciated and understood the close relationship
between history and the composition of modern
community. In order to preserve these historical
records from generation to generation, each piece
of oral history requires both the effort of the crew
to organise as well as respect from the future
generation. | hereby sincerely thank Mei Ho House

and all staff members for such a unique experience.
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NREEE
Public Guided Tour

EEXR 5 Cantonese
H—& Daily

(RER HBR S except the closed days)
14:30 -15:15

B ) EiBE English / Mandarin

A E2H A Alternate Sundays

11:30 -12:15

* FB1E www.yha.org.hk/hmhh #8 7849
Please register in www.yha.org.hk/hmhh

JKH % TARGET
DR SEMEFE0A
Public / 20 people per tour

¥ CHARGE

RE Free

EE28
Group Visit

LEHH Z A Tuesdays to Fridays
VAl Sl except public holidays)

11:45 -12:45 / 15:30 -16:30

BHIN - ARARRBRE - THEE2E
No group visits are allowed on Saturdays,
Sundays and public holidays

B #% CHARGE

%8 Free

A ¥ NO. OF VISITORS
16-30.A 16-30 people

RREBE R No Guided Tour Service

fz# REGULAR SERVICE

S 2R 10 IR
SERVICE OF HERITAGE OF
" MEI HO HOUSE

ERE52E8
Exclusive Private Group Tour

# 2 Bl— Mondays
(RFRREABRSN except public holidays)

10:00 -11:00 / 11:15 -12:15

#EH—%F B Tuesdays to Sundays
17:00 -18:00

ii i LANGUAGE

R & BBRE

Cantonese / English / Mandarin

A# NO. OF VISITORS
B’ %50 A Max. 50 people

W% CHARGE

BUAHES20
BUEMEERKES30
BSEREHEES1000

$20 / head admission fee

$30 / head extra guided tour charge
minimum charge $1000 per group

EE PR Guided Tour Service

BREE2ERERDIS2ERE
FR1E www.yha.org.hk/hmhh

THEHREIWLABE (hmhh@yha.org.hk)
FABETTR (3755 4378) IER
Please download the application form in

www.yha.org.hk/hmhh and email to
hmhh@yha.org.hk or fax to 3755 4378
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Tuesdays to Sundays — 9:30am to 5:00pm
Mondays — Closed (except public holidays)
First three days of the Chinese New Year — Closed

Christmas Eve and Chinese New Year's Eve — Closed at 3:30pm
% % A% FREE ADMISSION

NEBEFRKBARET 41 2 YHA ZERESFIREH T
(BERKS L B2 HOH1TH 5 H88)

G/F, YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel,

Block 41, Shek Kip Mei Estate, Sham Shui Po, Kowloon

(5-min walk from Sham Shui Po MTR Station Exit B2)

U (852) 3728 3544 m hmhh@yha.org.hk @ www.yha.org.hk/hmhh
A X84 5E5 88 Heritage of Mei Ho House @ heritagemhh

tH i PUBLISHER

#i1% EDITORIAL
# T Volunteer
& DESIGN

15# ACKNOWLEDGEMENT (¥ &R % %% In no particular order)

FH#E Interviewee

#5548 7 R £ Photo Provider

BRSNS IS

“Youth Hostels Assocration

YHAXTHEE FikE
(ETR4ETEEE)

YHA Mei Ho House
Youth Hostel

(Heritage of

Mei Ho House)




