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Mid-Autumn Festival, Christmas Eve & Lunar New Year's Eve: 10.00-14:00
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Mondays (except public holidays) & the first three days of the Lunar New Year: Closed
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Mei Ho House, built in 1954 to rehouse victims of the Shek Kip Mei fire. was one of Hong Kong's first eight
resettlement buildings and marked the beginning of the city’s public housing policy. As the only remaining
H-shaped Mark | resettlement block, its simple architectural style reflects the urgent need for housing at —
i %8 A15 Free admission
Mei Ho House and the Shek Kip Mei resettlement area have had a profound impact on Hong Kong's social,
economic, and livelihood development. Its unique spatial design has shaped the daily lives of its residents
and fostered close-knit community ties.
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Heritage of Mei Ho House (=] " ,_3|_|'11 =3 Visiting Information and Guided Tour
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The Heritage of Mei Ho House spans two floors, showcasing the living conditions and daily lives of grassroots
residents in Hong Kong's early resettlement areas. Through historical records, oral histories, artefacts, MAZEGIEEE RS
photographs, videos, and interactive experiences, the exhibition illustrates the evolution of the community, Bacome a Member of the

the public housing environment, and residents’ way of life. : _
Mei Ho House Alumni Network
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Guided Tours | Oral History | Research
Story Sharing | Cultural Activities
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Details and Registration
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Recegnized by UNESCO with 2015 Honowrable Merttion
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10 Interpretive Zones
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Recreating the daily lives of grassroots citizens in the
1950s and 1960s, offering an immersive experience
of life in the resettlement areas of the past.
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Suzhou Numerals
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Once used in grocery shops to mark prices, this numerical system
originated in Suzhou.

MR RETRERROFEM—EALAUAE » IO -
EIERRENES B ATTUEEAAMR - |

“| would visit the public baths with my female friends, usually
‘after meals. It was both livelier and safer. with someone
keﬁ_p,rng_ an eye out,”

fEfEE 2L Ms, Ho Kwai Lin
ﬂ-ﬂﬂﬁiﬁﬁ! Public Latrines and Bathrooms:
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Mahjong Table
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1950s Resettlement Block Unit "My mother could not walk well but managed shopping by 1950 - EREERBEITHE ; Z/\+T5£ » EEXEN
lowering a basket with a few coins down from the upper floor. BIEEEA  REKTBRES -
ORI  BEEE WEBS RSB Hawkers and neighbours would help her pick up the groceries
B IE S A B0 IR - she needed.” In the 1950s, residents played mahjong in the public washing areas. By
m Mr. Wong Kwok Kei the 1980s, larger resettlement block units allowed mahjong tables at
B8 74575 Street Market home,

Cramped living spaces. basic facilities. and scarce
resources with little privacy reflect the challenging
living conditions in early resettlement blocks.
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"In the past, adults uﬁ&n said they wouldn't goto the doctor unless
they were dying. If they were sick, they d just drink herbal tea and
leave the rest to luck.”

1980 EREIRBEE
1980s Renovated Living Space

m Mr, Lau Kwong Luen
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Improved space layout, the addition of electrical
appliances and furniture, and more suited to modern
lifestyles and hygiene standards.
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Kerosene Stove
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A household essential in the past, ignited bylighting a wick soaked in
kerosene and adjusting the red lever.
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Architectural Characteristics
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Mei Ho House is a six-storey resettlement building with an "H-shaped” layout, connecting two long wings
through the central block, providing basic amenities for its residents. In the 1980s. it was renovated in
response to evolving public housing policies and increasing expectations for better living standards. After
revitalisation, Mei Ho House retains its historically significant architectural features and has been converted
into a youth hostel, standing as a witness to the early development of public housing in Hong Kong.

Living Units
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The original living units were converted into hostel
rooms, offering 129 guest rooms with a variety of
accommodation options.
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Decorative Grilles
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Added in the 1980s, these grilles reflect
architectural evolution and were preserved
to reflect design changes over time.

TEE Tel

(852) 3728 3544 (2ERE M Visiting Information)
(852) 3728 3500 (Jk = THF] Hostel Booking)

Z & Email
hmhh@yha.org.hk

#HE Website
www.yha.org.hk/hmhh

Hriik Address
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YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel,

Block 41, Shek Kip Mei Estate, Sham Shui Po, Kowloon

(FBEURKIPISB2H 1749857 88)

(8-min walk from Sham Shui Po MTR Station Exit B2)
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"H-shaped” Layout
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Central Block
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The iconic "H- shaped” structure, first designed for
the Mark | resettlement buildings, consists of two
wings and a central block.

Originally housing public toilets and water facilities for the
1950s resettlement building, the central block was rebuilt
during revitalisation, with added lifts and fire escape routes.
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Staircases
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The staircases at both ends of the wings were restored
during revitalisation, with fire-resistant glass and smoke
doors installed, serving as fire escape routes for the hostel.
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Concrete Refuse Chute
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Added during the 1980s renovation to improve waste
disposal and living conditions, the restored concrete
refuse chute retains its historical features after
revitalisation.
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Metal Grilles at Windows
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Installed on street-facing balconies in the 1980s for
security, some were retained for display. while others
were replaced with glass windows for hostel use.




