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PROLOGUE

The seasons have completed their cycle, and the year is drawing to a close.

Looking back this year, between gathering and departing, many people have reinterpreted the
definition of "home". Some stayed in the city and lived in a hundred-square-foot subdivided
apartment, dreaming of one day purchasing their first property. Some departed, taking the
elderly and childrenin search of anew home. There are an infinite number of emotions associated
with home. Sixty-eight years ago, a fire displaced tens of thousands of people overnight. The
establishment of resettlement buildings has provided a place of refuge for victims who were
sleeping on the streets. Mei Ho House has become "home" over the last half-century, witnessing
the transformation of Sham Shui Po and the rest of Hong Kong. In this second issue following the
revision of Post 41, we continue our walk through Sham Shui Po, paying attention to every street

in this unigue neighborhood, including this issue’s theme, Tung Chau Street.

Nowadays, life is a struggle. On the street, people come and go ina hurry, and no one wants to stay for
an extended period of time. In another unhurried corner, groups of homeless people construct their
frail "nomes" in parks, street corners, and along roadsides. They sleep and reside there throughout
the day and night. As amember of the community, they are frequently overlooked, glanced at, or seen
as objects of disgust by the public. They appear to remain silent on the periphery of society. However,
in trying circumstances, there are always groups of people willing to walk alongside one another.
They listen to the needs of the homeless and console one another's feelings of powerlessness

because all beings deserve to be treated with greater sensitivity and kindness.

In the coming issues of Post 47, we will continue to explore the streets and lanes of Sham Shui
Po, capturing the pace of change in the community and being more familiar with our home.
Moreover, we would like to take this time to announce that the Heritage of Mei Ho House will be
closed for renovation and improvement works in the first half of 2022. The brand new exhibition,
forecasted to be launched in mid-2022, will take everyone back to the past again, which will
further engage the visitors to make them feel as if they were living in an old community through
a highly immersive design. The past affection of neighborhoods and the transformation of this

place will be vividly demonstrated right in front of the visitors.

We wish everyone the best of luck and health during this time of transition between the years.

December 2021
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Homeless people once gathered under the
West Kowloon Corridor where now is enclosed
by a wire fence with no entry.

Sham Shui Po has been developing for many
years and is one of the oldest districts in
Hong Kong. Many people have chosen to
stay here for a variety of reasons, including
a group of homeless people who are always
being forgotten by society.

Tung Chau Street Park is one of the most
popular places for the homeless to choose
as their "home". Some of them use simple
materials to build their "houses" while
others use a wooden cart to store their
personal belongings and find a place to rest.
They were evicted from this area and their
personal belongings were disposed of by
the government. They fought for justice and
defended their right to take the government
to the court. Earlier this year, a Hong Kong
movie called Drifting was based on this
true story and reveals the situation and
challenges faced by the homeless.

Although the homeless were evicted from
the Tung Chau Street Park, does this mean
that the problems of the homeless are being
solved? On the other hand, if homeless
people live in the park, would this affect the
neighbourhood?

In order to listen to the point of views and
perspectives from different stakeholders,
we have interviewed KK, who is a former
homeless person; Nick, a social worker from
the Christian Concern for the Homeless
Association, and the neighbours who are
living or working nearby.
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KK has ajournal to record his spending.
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The place where Sham Shui
Po homeless people gather,
Tung Chau Street Park.

Tung Chau Street Park

Tung Chau Street Park is located at Tung Chau Street, Sham Shui Po. Part of the West
Kowloon Corridor is elevated above it and the Tung Chau Street Temporary Market
is located underneath the flyover. The market is blocked by a wire fence with some
notices saying "No illegal occupation of government land is allowed". A public housing
"Nam Cheong Estate" and a private housing "Metro Harbour View" are nearby. During
the urban redevelopment of Sham Shui Po, more and more private housing estates are
being completed and the homeless have less room to survive. Is it possible to still allow
all people to live together in this community while the area undergoes urban renewal?

The First Half of KK's Life

During the 1940s to 1970s, a large number of refugees came to Hong Kong from the
mainland. KK, who used to be homeless, came to Hong Kong in the 1960s with a similar
background to most of the previous generation of Hong Kong people. After graduating
from primary school, he started working at the age of 15. A few years later he got married,
and two to three years after the marriage, he worked with his father-in-law selling fruit
and later two children were born. "Although it was hard work, | lived frugally and managed
to buy a house. | was able to have a middle-class family." KK said.

Time was not always good and with the failure of his marriage and investments, KK's life
became unstable at the age of about 50. He was barely able to afford food and rent with
ameagre income from his job, trying to make ends meet and running low on savings. He
became homeless one day in the winter of 2020, and his situation remained this way for

more than a month.
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"Choices" of the Homeless?

In October 2021, the Society for Community Organization
(SOCO) released the "Hong Kong Homeless Population Survey
2021" report, which showed that the number of homeless
people in Hong Kong in 2021 was 1,532, an increase of 18.1%
over the past two years1 . The results of the survey showed that
the pandemic has forced more people to "choose" to become
homeless in the past two years. The survey also found that
more than half (51.2%) of the homeless were sleeping on the
street for the first time2 The report also pointed out that 47.2%
of the homeless respondents "choose" to sleep on the street
mainly because the rent was too expensive, while 27.2% of the
homeless respondents were unemployed and could not afford
accommodation®. This shows that the impact of the pandemic,
as well as the housing and employment problems in Hong
Kong, are still serious.

As the report revealed, KK also has the same reasons to
be become a homeless. With his stronger personality, KK
does not want to ask friends for help or seek government
assistance. He said with conviction, "l don't know when I'll find
a job, but I'l find one someday."

A Day in the Life of a Homeless Person

KK spent his mornings wandering in the streets or going
to coffee shops to kill time. In the evenings, his first place
to settle down was in Tsim Sha Tsui Park, because the
environment was cleaner and there were no handrails in the
middle of the benches, so he could take a nap. In the early
stage of homelessness, he didn't know where the public
bathrooms were, so he couldn't take a shower every day.
Eventually, he found out that some pubilic toilets had limited
bathing facilities. As for how to get meals, KK said, "l heard
about it from my friends, or | saw people lining up and knew
that there were organizations and restaurants providing

free meals."

Some of the facilities in Tung Chau Street Park, such as
the roofless pavilion and the "pebble walking trail", are
considered unfriendly to the homeless. KK said that certain
locations in Tung Chau Street Park are considered fine, such
as the two sides of the pedestrian underpass where its
shelter can keep out from the wind and rain. On the other
hand, he finds it is difficult to understand the design of the
benches with handrails in the middle, which people cannot

lie down on and rest.

Another report released by the SOCO in February 2019,
the "Hong Kong '24-Hour Fast Food Shop Homeless' Study
Report 2019", showed that the number of homeless staying
in 24-hour fast food stores increased significantly from 57
in 2013 to 256in 2015, an increase of 3.5 times. The survey
also pointed out an upward trend in this situation®. KK also
had similar experience when, after sleeping on the street
for a period of time, he met some fellow homeless to go to
McDonald's to sleep during the cold weather. There were all
sorts of people coming in and out the McDonald's and it was
hard to sleep comfortably. However, he felt better compared
to sleeping on the street.
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KK opposes installing handrails on the beaches which obstructs the homeless people from lying on them.

To Accept or to Refuse Help?

After more than a month of being homeless, KK had to face
the reality of no job, income, savings and family members
to take care of him. KK reluctantly accepted the help of the
SOCO and chose to rely on government assistance to find a
way to improve his situation.

SOCO first helped KK apply for a food assistance service
from the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals and emergency
money from the Rainbow Fund. He went to the Missionaries
of Charity-Home of Love and Mercy to get his lunch boxes
to solve the problem. From the aspect of housing, with the
help of SOCO, he rented a subdivided flat with windows and
air conditioning on Yu Chau Street for HK$2,700 per month,
not including the electricity and water fee. In the meantime,
SOCO helped him apply for Comprehensive Social Security
Assistance (CSSA) within a month, and KK said, "They acted
fast to solve the urgent problem under the pandemic.”

Is This Place My "Home"?

As one of the Sham Shui Po residents, KK believes that
this district has many unique stores and attractions that
encourage tourists and local people to visit and shop.
Although Sham Shui Po is a densely populated district
with its share of social issues, most people are just normal
residents getting on with their lives and, as such, there are
rarely any major incidents, so it is still safe. Even if there are
language barriers or racial differences among the residents,
there are no conflicts.

As a former homeless person, what is KK's view on the
homeless people living in Tung Chau Street Park? He thinks
"it depends on the person". He believes that some people
are used to a certain lifestyle and it is hard to change it. Due
to his experience, he understands that there are many poor
people or homeless in Hong Kong who need help. He hopes
that the government can provide more support and solve
the housing problem as soon as possible, so that everyone
can enjoy a happy and prosperous life and continue to live in
this "home" together.

"I still think it would be better to have a
stable place to live." KK said.
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Near the shelters of the Homeless in the Tung
Chau Street Park are the lofty private residential
buildings.
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Social Assistance

Turning now to the interview with Nick, who is currently a
social worker for the Christian Concern for the Homeless
Association, assisting the homeless people with their
needs. We are going to look at the reasons that drove him
to join the association, the indelible memories in his career
path, and his views and wishes on the relief work for the

homeless people nowadays and in the future.

Once working as an intern at the Refugee Service Center of
Christian Action Training Services, Nick has witnessed the
plight of marginalized groups. After graduation, he joined the
Christian Homeless Association and applied himself to the
relief work for those in need. "Many refugees are unable to
successfully obtain the resources provided to those in need.
The attention they receive is rather low. | want to respond to
those marginalized groups." When asked why he joined the
Association, he whispered.

No "ESCAPE" from the Plight

When he first joined the Association, Nick was responsible
for providing back-up support at the center, receiving the
homeless people, arranging the meals, organizing social
activities and interest classes, etc. "The homeless have their
own living pattern and their own reasons to keep themselves
remaining there. They have the last word as to accept us or
not." As a fledgling, Nick felt frustrated. When listening to
the stories of the homeless, he felt helpless to do anything
about the situation due to the lack of experience. What he
could do is to listen and to keep them company. Although
Nick gained more experience by being in contact with the
homeless over the years, the sense of powerlessness has
not been alleviated. He found that the long-standing social
structure problems in Hong Kong is the fundamental reason
for the plight of the homeless.

Under the ongoing urban renewal policy, the Sham Shui Po
community is changing every day. The rise of gentrification
and the appearance of various sub-divided flats directly
affect the lives of grassroots people. "The unstoppable
social evolution eventually put the homeless into a passive
position. They are not the owner and resigned to accept it.
What they can do is to adjust themselves to the changing
circumstances." Recently, the situation has been improved
due to the launch of Transitional Housing Projects and the
growing number of conscientious owners. Ways to support
the relief work of the homeless increased. Nevertheless, the
application process of Government subsidized programs
took along period of time due to the strict requirements and
approval. It was difficult to cope with the imminent needs of
the homeless. "It takes time to get approval. The homeless
are still living in dire straits during the process. " Nick sighed.
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Nick (Right) and KK (Left) work together regularly on guided tours
and have developed a close relationship.

Cultivate the Sense of Achievement by
Contributing to Society

In the past few years of assisting the homeless, Nick
and his colleagues have agreed that the whole-person
development of the homeless is a very important part of
relief work. "There is no doubt that we need to provide their
basic needs through relief. However, it is more important to
provide opportunities for them. By picking up the pace of
work and social life, being appreciated on their abilities, and
getting satisfaction from the process of contribution, they
can complete their whole-person development." Therefore,
they actively promote the service of guided tours. The
homeless become guides, sharing their daily lives and back
stories to the participants. Since then, not only is there the
one-way relief work provided by the social workers, the
homeless also obtain an opportunity to show their talent
and experience, making contributions to the community.

While contributing to the community, the homeless also
seize every learning opportunity. The income from the
guided tours was used for the funding on an exchange to
Taiwan, so that they could explore more and learn from
the others. One of the homeless people was unfortunately
found to have cancer after returning to Hong Kong. However,
his passion towards life was not affected by the arduous
recovery process. He tenaciously received numerous
therapy treatments and surgeries. After recovering, he is
still keen to participate in various activities, put himself into
different positions contributing to the community. Nick
reminisced, “The homeless are willing to contribute as long
as they could.”

Everyone Is Worthy of Appreciation

The contribution of the homeless and their perseverance to
life not only moved Nick, but also brought inspiration to the
participants of the guided tour. Besides the actual needs of
the homeless, participants could get a deep understanding
ofthehomeless by listening to their life experiences. Justlike
everyone, the life trajectory of the homeless was influenced
by various incidents, such as their growth background,
family relationship, work experience, physical changes, etc.
All these turned them into the people that are standing
here sharing their past. "We should lay down prejudice
and take time to understand each individual's story." Nick
believes that after the tour, people would have a positive
understanding of the homeless and start appreciating their
resilience in life. People could get to know them concretely.

Nick and his colleagues believe that guided tours are not the
only way to fulfill the sense of satisfaction of the homeless.
They could reintegrate into the community through different
means, like receiving training by professional repairmen so
that they could help the residents to carry out simple home
repair works. In future, Nick will continue to provide various
learning opportunities to the homeless in order to develop
their skills and integrate them into the community.

"Homeless should be given
the opportunity to make use
of their previous experience
and talents to contribute to
the community. They are
not just recipients." Nick
said.
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(JE & Cindy)

So, what do the neighborhoods in Sham Shui
Po think of Tung Chau Street? We came to the
Tung Chau Street Park area for a street visit, A
so let's take a look at the opinions of nearby

neighborhood inhabitants!

Children are not curious, because they feel
that the existence of the homelessis apart
of life, and sometimes they chat together
when playing near the pavilion...

“The homeless often solve their physiological needs
wherever they can, or use water bottles to solve them,
causing serious hygiene problems. They are not only one
person, but often have a cart, or even several, containing
belongings which can smell after being exposed to the
sun and rain. After working here for decades, we all feel
that the problems of hygiene and blocking the crosswalk
are really serious. The government could plan a part of
the town for the homeless, to let them live in it, rather than
drive them away. Good planning fosters better coexistence.
But we also understand that this is a very difficult case
for the government, because it appears to encourage
homeless people to linger. Parents do not complain about
the homeless people near the school. All the parents live
in Sham Shui Po and know about the situation here, so
they don't mind. Children are not curious because they
feel that the existence of the homeless is a part of life, and
sometimes they chat together when playing near the pavilion.
The homeless do not harass the children. On the contrary, the
drug addicts cannot control their behavior and bump into the
children sometimes. The homeless people live their own lives.”

(By Sham Shui Po Tak Shin Kindergarten, Principal Wu & Miss Wong)

| am used to it. They have lived here for a
long time. They should also feel a sense of
belonging...

"Sometimes you will see them waiting in line, maybe waiting
for a meal. They don't take baths, and they just simply clean
themselves by using the faucet in the park. They are pitiful. |

will try to avoid the areas where they gather, because some

homeless people take drugs and it scares me. | will also
ask my children to avoid approaching those places if
possible. | have lived in Sham Shui Po for a few years. |
often see them when | take a walk. | am used to it. They
have lived here for a long time. They should also feel a
sense of belonging.” (By Mother, Helen)
I hope that the homeless could find their
home as soon as possible...

‘| see the homeless people on TV or when | take a walk.
Considering safety as a point, | will avoid passing by
places where homeless people gather. Hygiene problems
are another consideration, but my family will not prevent
me from walking around these areas. | hope that the
homeless could find their home as soon as possible. The
government could offer them assistance and provide
them with a home."

(By A High School Student, Brother Hao Yeh)

| think it is possible to plan an exclusive
areafor the homeless. Itis not necessary
to invest a lot of resources. The purpose
is just gathering them...

| didn't grow up in Sham Shui Po. When | first came here to
work, | felt scared. | saw people distributing meal coupons
nearby and there were often a few homeless people
lingering outside the store. Many people were afraid due
to the hygiene problem caused by the homeless. But later
| found that the homeless people were not malicious.
They were just walking here and finding a place to rest.
| think it is possible to plan an exclusive area for the
homeless. It is not necessary to invest a lot of resources.
The purpose is just gathering them. Other people who
feel disgusted could choose to avoid the area.

(By Shopkeeper, Cindy)
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The homeless live rough on the streets not only because
of his or her personal adversity, but also because of
having no allocation of flat due to the lack of public
housing supply. This has long been a housing problem
in Hong Kong. Housing needs are reflected in the
architectural design of residential buildings. Let's roam
around Sham Shui Po and discover the architectural
features of dwellings in different eras in Hong Kong.

ROAMING TOUR OF HOUSING ARCHITECTURAL
IFEATURES IN SHAM $HUI PO

YHAZEHES FiRkE
YHA Mei Ho House
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The first stop, YHA Mei Ho House Youth Hostel, which was built a year after the Shek Kip Mei Fire happened in 1953, is the

first generation, six-storey H-shaped resettlement block to house the victims of the fire. The central block connects the two

wings of the dwelling and separates the front and the back courtyards. In order to provide more living space, the encircling

corridor with the side facing the street was removed and converted into balcony of each units during the 1970s, leaving only

the current corridor facing the front and the back courtyards.
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Move from Mei Ho House and proceed along Berwick Street.
You can see Block 21 and Block 42 Mei Shan House in Shek
Kip Mei Estate on the left side. They were remodeled and
reconstructed during the 1970s and 1980s to increase the
housing supply in the district to cope with rapid population
growth. A narrow corridor is located in the middle of each floors
of the slab block, separating opposite flats on two sides. The
staircases at both ends, and the lift and staircase lobby in the
middle of the block are framed with ventilated brick walls.
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Diagonally across the street from Mei Shan House, there is

4\

colorful, container-like modular housing on Nam Cheong
Street. It is the first project of the "Modular Social Housing
Scheme”, which has been ready for occupation since
August 2020. Constructed mainly from steel and concrete
slabs, the modular units were firstly made into boxes, and
then transported to the current site and assembled into a
four-storey dwelling. At the same time, the boxes can be
disassembled for relocation to other sites.
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Continue walk along Berwick Street to the next block. Two new, high-rise dvvellmgs can be

seen on the left side — Mei Pak House and Mei Hei House, both completed in 2019. Under the

Comprehensive Redevelopment Programme, the older stock in the district was demolished and redeveloped into these new dwellings.

Non-standard design is adopted which allows flexible use of limited land resource and results in the irregular shape of the buildings.
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Walk along Shek Kip Mei Street towards Sham Shui Po and

you can see dwellings of less than 20 storeys, with the top
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storeys narrowing one by one forming a sloping facade. In
the last century, the former government legislated to restrict
the height of buildings and demanded to maintain wide
distances between buildings to ensure adequate sunlight
and air circulation on streets.In order to make the maximum
use of the building areas, dwellings with sloping facade

were created.
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Walk along Nam Cheong Street to Tai Nan Street, then turn
rightand reach No. 58 of Pei Ho Street, where stands a three-
storey arcade building. It is also a pre-war tenement house,
and its ground floor is home to a half-century-old store, Dai
Kam Lung Co. The terrace on the top floor extends to the
side wall forming a long and narrow balcony enclosed by a
short iron fence. The rooftop is also encircled by a parapet
wall. No. 58 of Pei Ho Street is one of the few right-angle
corner tenement houses in Hong Kong.
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Turn onto Nam Cheong Street and go forward. Here you can see
five adjacent arcade buildings — Nos. 117, 119, 121, 123 and
125 of Nam Cheong Street. They are pre-war tenement houses
and a group of Grade 3 Historic Buildings. Two storefront pillars
are erected on the edge of the pavement allowing the building
structures overhanging the pavement to “ride” on the pillars. An
arcade is formed on the ground floor for pedestrians to take
shelter from the rain. Also, the shophouse setting has been
retained to this days.
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Turn onto Lai Chi Kok Road and walk towards Prince Edward.
At the junction with Tong Mi Road, you will get to the final stop
of this tour - Lui Seng Chun, the preserved pre-war curved
corner tenement house in Hong Kong. It is revitalized into the
campus of the Hong Kong Baptist University School of Chinese
Medicine. The conserved square pillars and urn-shaped
balustrade add an elegant look to building. The glass curtain
walls on the first floor to the third floor were installed during
the revitalization. There were open-air curved corridors before,

showing the coherence and roominess of the building.
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AHRFEFHEOMAAK Antique Canvas beds in the 1950s
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You might have seen that the homeless would make use
of cardboard and mattresses as mats for lying down. It
is probably because they are easy to carry. In wintertime,
the homeless can also use cardboard to keep out the
wind, and mattresses to shield themselves from the chilly
ground. Actually, the beds of the former residents in the
resettlement blocks used to be the same shabbiness as
those of the homeless.

Heritage of Mei Ho House has exhibited plenty of old
household items to re-showcase the unit design of Mei Ho
House in the 1950s and 1970s, and beds are one of those
household necessities. In the 1950s, due to the cramped
space of the units in the resettlement blocks, families with
more members would not just set up wooden beds and
attics inside the units, but they would also get their own
canvas beds, which were known as folding beds or camp
beds. Placed at night and folded in the morning, the former
residents tapped into the canvas beds for larger walking
areas. It only took several detachable wooden sticks to hold
firm the canvas bed for sleeping. In the hot summer, they
would place those canvas beds at the unit doors, the corners
of the staircases, the corridors and such like so as to enjoy
the cool wind. At that time, as shared by some of the former
residents, parents would detach the wooden sticks from the
canvas beds for beating their naughty children. Until 1970s,
the nylon beds took over canvas beds becoming the nice-
to-have household items because of its lightness and the
ease to fold and pack.

£+ FREITHEEEM Popular Nylon beds in the 1970s
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CLOSING IFOR RENOVATION WORKS
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MR T MRIVEE. - F2EEE : wwwyha.org.hk/hmhh

Beginning from 3 January, 2022, Heritage of Mei Ho House will be closed for
renovation works and is tentatively scheduled to reopen in mid-2022. In the new
exhibition, there will be more interactive features and check-in points, bringing the
audience through the past and present of Mei Ho House and looking into the lives of
the former residents from multiple angles. With this, we hope to bring you a brand new
visiting experience.

For the latest news, please visit our website: wwwyha.org.hk/hmhh

-

EREEEREERZIERK
MEI HO HOUSE ALUMNI NETWORK &
VOLUNTEER GROUP

BETEE | DMESE | ERHER | MBS ZE | LER
Guided Tours | Oral History | Research | Story Sharing | Cultural Activities
“SEELAERFEAE Activities are mainly conducted in Cantonese

i A A ! You're welcome to join us!

#1585 & 52 Details and Registration
http://wwwyha.org.hk/hmhh
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